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Introduction 

Over the years, the citizens 
of Lagos have benefited 
from a government 
orchestrated free basic 
education programme. 
This has resulted in mass 
enrolment of school-age 
children in public primary 
institutions across the state, 
and significant expense 
on education facilities 
and continuous teacher 
improvement programmes.

However, the learning 
outcomes of these public 
primary schools have  
not justified the colossal 
amount of money that has 
been spent on education  
in the state. The school 
system has inadequately 
equipped our school  
leavers for everyday life.  
A baseline assessment  
of teachers revealed 
a general weakness 
around effective teaching 
methodologies to improve 
learning outcomes in  
our schools. 

The State Government,  
with the support of the 
Education Sector Support 
Programme in Nigeria 
(ESSPIN) and with funding 
from UK Aid from the 
Department for International 
Development, has recently 
introduced pilot literacy 
and numeracy lesson plans 
in public primary schools 
(starting with Primary  1— 3)  
to improve classroom 
teachers’ capacity. These 
lesson plans sought to 
address the challenges 
by offering step-by-step 
guidance to teachers on 
how to deliver good quality 
literacy and numeracy 
lessons effectively.

Now, the hard work of all 
our personnel – the State 
School Improvement Team, 
the school support officers 
and technical partners from 
ESSPIN – has brought about 
the production of a complete 
module of lesson plans.

I am convinced that the  
use of these complete 
versions of the literacy and 
numeracy lesson plans by 
teachers in all our  1,003 
public primary schools will 
further raise the standards  
of education to which we  
are wholly committed.

Mrs Olayinka Oladunjoye 
Honourable Commissioner 
for Education  
Lagos State
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Weeks  
 11— 15

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Introduction 
   Involving pupils in  
their learning

Lagos-lit-3-weeks-11-15-closeout.indd   5 11/11/16   11:13 AM



Involving pupils  
in their learning

Learning is a process that happens 
inside pupils’ brains, not inside 
yours. All you can do is create  
a good environment for learning,  
a safe place for making mistakes 
and plenty of encouragement. 

Things that are created by the 
learners themselves are usually  
 10 times more memorable and 
meaningful than anything created  
by the teacher.’

How children learn 

These lesson plans will provide 
you with a variety of techniques to 
make learning faster, fun and more 
effective for pupils. The plans use 
activities which reflect the way in 
which pupils naturally learn and 
attempt to bring the joy back into 
learning for them.

Every individual in your class 
responds to activities differently and 
learns their own way, but generally…

 

Children learn best when they:

Have objects to see and hold.

Take part in the lesson.

Can talk to each other to share  
ideas and learning.

Practise what they have learned 
individually, in pairs and in groups.

Are given activities that challenge 
them and make them think.

Are given encouragement  
and praise.

Realise that making mistakes  
is an important part of the  
learning process. 

 

This set of lesson plans contains lots 
of activities to encourage learning 
through different methods.
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Weeks  
 11— 15

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Introduction 
   Songs and 
rhymes for the term

My head, my shoulders  

My head / 
My shoulders / 
My knees / 
My toes / 
(repeat three times) 
All belong to me.
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Who stole the meat  
from the soup pot? 

All together: Who stole the 
meat from the soup pot? 
Leader: Ade stole the meat 
from the soup pot. 
Ade: Who me? 
All together: Yes you. 
Ade: Not me. 
All together: Then who? 
Ade: Bola stole the meat 
from the soup pot…

(Repeat until the names  
of about six pupils have  
been mentioned).

Five little monkeys 
swinging in the tree

Five little monkeys swinging 
in the tree / 
(hold up 5 fingers and sway 
back and forth)

Teasing Mr Crocodile,  
(make silly, teasing faces)

 ‘You can’t catch me,  
You can’t catch me’ / 
(in a singsong, teasing tone)

Along comes Mr Crocodile, 
as quiet as can be / 
(quiet voice and slither  
hands like a crocodile 
swimming motion)

And SNAPPED that monkey 
right out of the tree! / 
(say loudly and clap hands 
on ‘snapped’)

Repeat with: 
Four little monkeys... 
Three little monkeys... 
Two little monkeys... 
One little monkey...

Clapping  

Clap out, clap in / 
clap right, clap left / 
clap up, clap round.

I can climb the  
highest mountain

I can climb the highest 
mountain / 
I can swim the widest sea / 
I can cross the deepest  
river / 
I can climb the tallest tree / 
I can do anything at all / 
if I can just believe in me.

Clap your hands  

Clap your hands,  
clap your hands / 
Clap them just like me / 
Touch your shoulders,  
touch your shoulders / 
Touch them just like me / 
Tap your knees,  
tap your knees / 
Tap them just like me / 
Shake your head,  
shake your head / 
Shake it just like me / 
Clap your hands,  
clap your hands / 
Now let them quiet be.
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Introduction 
    Stories for the term

Weeks  
 11— 15

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Mrs Ibeneme’s visit to 
Abuja market

Mrs Ibeneme visited  
the market in Abuja. It is  
a huge market. In the market, 
she can buy food, clothes, 
books, medicine and spare 
parts for a bicycle or a car. 
She can also find a tailor to 
make clothes for her.

Mrs Ibeneme looked at  
some cloth. She saw 
beautiful batik cloth with all 
the colours of the rainbow.

Adapted from Macmillan Premier 
English for Nigerian Primary Schools, 
Pupils’ Book 3
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The merchant and  
his dog 

There was a merchant.  
His name was Rochero.  
He lived in Africa. He was  
a very rich man. He had 
a dog called Nicho. The 
merchant loved his dog.  
One day, Rochero went  
into town collect money. 

Rochero put the money 
inside a big sack and put it 
on his horse. His horse ran 
very fast and Nicho, his dog, 
followed. The sack fell off  
the horse. Nicho saw this, 
and barked. He barked  
very loudly. The master was 
angry with Nicho because  
he did not stop barking.

Arrival from Libya 

In December,  164 Nigerians 
were sent back to Nigeria 
from Libya. They flew into  
the country by plane and 
arrived at Lagos airport. 

An official said that, out  
of the  164 people,  160 
were women and four were 
children. There was nowhere 
for them to stay.

Many of them sold some 
goods to get money to travel 
back to their families.

Adapted from Nigerian Tribune  
of 8/12/2009

The foolish man 

There was once a very 
foolish man. He had  
a dream. In his dream he  
had a large farm. On the 
farm he had maize, cassava 
and okra. He had many 
cattle, goats and chickens. 
He had lots of money and  
he ate well. When the man 
woke up he said, ‘I’m rich’.

He invited all his friends to  
a big party. He told them,  
 ‘I’m rich’. They ate and drank 
all day and all night. 

The man told his friends 
about the dream. He told 
them about the farm and  
the money.

His friends said, ‘It was  
a dream, you foolish man! 
Where is the money now?’

The man said, ‘Wait. I’ll go  
to sleep and get it.’

Adapted from Macmillan Premier 
English for Nigerian Primary Schools, 
Pupils’ Book 3

A trip to Abuja 

Mrs Ibeneme is Kalu’s 
mother. She is a business-
woman. She is going to 
Abuja next week. Here is  
her programme:

Adapted from Macmillan Premier 
English for Nigerian Primary Schools, 
Pupils’ Book 3

 

The merchant cut Nicho  
with his knife. The dog  
fell down injured, but he  
went and sat by the money 
so that robbers would not 
come. Later, Rochero found 
that his sack of money had 
dropped from the horse. 
When he got back, he saw 
his injured dog watching 
the money. The dog died 
watching the money, so  
his master did not lose it.

8.30 

12.00 

14.00 

18.00 

9.30 

Monday 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

Flight to Abuja 

Meeting with 
Mallam Usman 

Visit to Abuja 
market 

Central Hotel, 
overnight stay 

Flight to Abuja 
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Week  
 11 
Travelling
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‘ou’
sound  
ground 
pound  
found 
round 
about 
loud 
out 
cloud 
count 
shout

happy 
leave 
lucky 
miss 
busy 
sad 
presents 
journey 
mini-bus 
travelled 
road 

Words/phrasesLetters/sounds

During the lesson, walk 
round the classroom  
and ask questions to  
see if the pupils clearly 
understand what you 
have taught them. If not,  
help them to understand  
by explaining the idea 
to them again, or asking 
other pupils to help them. 
You may need to use 
some different examples 
of the idea.

Assessment
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Week  11 
Travelling 
Day  1

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

City life Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Recognise the sound that the  
letters ‘ou’ make in a word. 

Ask and answer questions in English.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page  116 (A).

Write ‘sound’, ‘around’, ‘ground’,  
 ‘shout’, ‘loud’ and ‘cloud’ on the 
chalkboard.

Have ready packs of alphabet  
letters for each pair of pupils.

Practise the ‘ou’ sound.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Give each pair of pupils a pack  
of alphabet letters. 

Ask them: ‘How many cvcc words 
can you make in 5 minutes?’

Write ‘ou’ on the chalkboard and  
tell pupils that the letters ‘ou’ make 
the sound ‘ou’ as in ground.

Choose pupils to come out  
and underline any letter pattern  
they can see in the words.

Sound out and read the words 
carefully, eg: ‘s-ou-n-d = sound’.

15 
minutes ou
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Group task

Ask the pupils to look  
at the picture in Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page  116 (A). 

Ask each group to talk 
together to answer the 
question: ‘What can you  
see in the picture?’

Ask one person in each 
group to say a sentence 
about the picture and you 
write it on the chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to listen  
for the things they saw in  
the picture while you read 
the story.

Pair task

Ask the pupils to talk with 
their friends about their  
own experience of travelling 
(in their local language).

Introduction Plenary

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Main activity

25 
minutes

Group task

Ask the pupils to read the 
story in their groups.

Ask them to discuss it  
with each other and write 
down everything they know 
about it.

Give each group two 
questions from Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page  116 (A) and ask them  
to write the answers.

Choose a pupil from each 
group to read out their 
answers to the questions. 

Ask the other pupils to listen 
carefully, to see if they have 
the right answer.

If they are not correct, ask 
them if anyone else can  
say the right answers to  
the questions.

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3
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Week  11 
Travelling 
Day 2

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

The merchant and 
his dog

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read words with the letters ‘ou’  
in them.

Listen to and understand  
simple stories.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the full list of ‘ou’ words on  
the chalkboard.

Make a set of flash cards of these  
 ‘ou’ words for each group.

Read the story ‘The merchant and 
his dog’.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write the letter sound ‘ou’ on the 
chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to say the sound ‘ou’.

Choose some pupils to point to 
words on the chalkboard.

Sound out and read all the ‘ou’ 
words with the pupils.

Give groups a set of flash cards.

Say one of the ‘ou’ words on the 
chalkboard and ask the pupils  
to hold up the matching flash card.

Give the group which holds up the 
card first a point.

Continue for six more words and 
add up group points.

Lesson  
title ou15 

minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story they heard 
yesterday.

Tell them they are going to 
listen to another story today.

Tell them the story of  
 ‘The merchant and his dog’. 

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to name the 
characters in ‘The merchant 
and his dog’.

Ask the pupils to draw 
pictures of the characters 
mentioned in the story.

Tell them to write the name 
of the character underneath 
the picture.

Pair task 

Ask the pupils to show  
each other their pictures  
of the characters, and  
tell their friend something 
about them.

Introduction Main activity

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Plenary

10 
minutes

Story Story
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Week  11 
Travelling 
Day 3

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

City life Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read words that contain the  
sound ‘ou’.

Ask and answer simple questions 
using ‘will’ and ‘won’t’. 

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the ‘ou’ words on the 
chalkboard and draw pictures  
to explain them.

Have ready the ‘ou’ flash cards  
from Day 2.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page  116 (A).

Read and practise ‘Who stole the 
meat from the soup pot?’

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write the letter sound ‘ou’ on the 
chalkboard.

Point to the pictures and ask  
the pupils to say the matching  
 ‘ou’ words.

Write words on the chalkboard  
as the pupils say them.

Give each group a set of flash cards.

Ask the pupils to read the words.

Ask them to copy some of the words 
and draw pictures to explain them.

ou15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story ‘The 
merchant and his dog’  
which they heard yesterday.

Sing the song ‘Who stole  
the meat from the soup pot?’

Tell the pupils you are going 
to teach them how to use  
the words ‘will’ and ‘won’t’  
in simple sentences.

Whole class teaching

Read the class the story 
in Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page  116 (A).

Ask the pupils to answer 
the following questions, 
pretending they are Mr 
Okon’s son. Ask them to  
use ‘Yes I will’ or ‘No I won’t’ 
in their answers.

 ‘Will you go to school in  
Port-Harcourt?’

 ‘Will you travel in a lorry?’

 ‘Will you see many cars  
and buses?’

 ‘Will you travel fast?’

 ‘Will you sleep in the mini-bus 
on the journey?’

Introduction Main activity

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

Call pupils from each of 
the pairs to read out the 
sentences they have written.

Plenary

10 
minutes

25 
minutes

Pair task

Ask the pupils to open 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 74, Exercise 
2 and together make five 
sentences from the table  
on the page, writing them  
in their exercise books.

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3

Song
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Week  11 
Travelling 
Day 4

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

‘Yes I will’,  
‘No I won’t’ 

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell words containing the  
letters ‘ou’.

Read simple sentences with the 
words ‘will’ and ‘won’t’.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the ‘ou’ words on the 
chalkboard.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 74, Exercise 3. 

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Say the sound ‘ou’ and write it on 
the chalkboard.

Sound out some words containing 
the ‘ou’ sound, eg: ‘c-l-ou-d’.

Ask pupils if they can tell you the 
word you have sounded out.

Working in pairs, ask one pupil  
to sound out one of the ‘ou’ words 
from the chalkboard. 

Ask the other pupil to say the word.

Repeat, with the pupils  
changing roles.

Write these words on the 
chalkboard: ‘r         nd’, ‘s         nd’,  
 ‘c         nt’, ‘ab         t’, ‘l         d’,  
 ‘cl         d’, ‘gr         nd’, ‘f         nd’.

Ask the pupils to fill the gaps with 
the correct letters and write the 
words in their exercise books.

15 
minutes ou
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils what they 
learned yesterday about the 
words ‘will’ and ‘won’t’.

Ask them to ask each  
other two questions using  
‘will’ and ‘won’t’. 

Tell them they are still 
learning how to use the 
words ‘will’ and ‘won’t’  
in sentences.

Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils that ‘I will’ 
often goes with ‘yes’ in  
a sentence, eg: ‘Yes I will’, 
because you are going  
to do  something (explain  
this in your local language  
if necessary).

Tell them that ‘I won’t’  
often goes with ‘no’ in  
a sentence, eg: ‘No I won’t’, 
because you are not going  
to do  something (explain this 
in your local language  
if necessary).

Ask one or two pupils to  
say a sentence using ‘will’  
or ‘won’t’ and write it on  
the chalkboard.

Pair task

Ask the pupils to answer the 
questions in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 74, 
Exercise 3.

Tell them to write two 
sentences using ‘will’ or  
 ‘won’t’ without using the 
book as a guide.

Ask a pupil from each pair 
to read out one of their 
sentences.

Whole class teaching

Sing ‘Who stole the meat 
from the soup pot?’

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Song
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Week  11 
Travelling 
Day 5

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

City life Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read and spell words containing  
the letter blend ‘ou’.

Say simple rhymes in English and 
illustrate their meaning. 

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Have ready the alphabet letters  
from Day  1.

Have ready the ‘ou’ flash cards  
for each pair.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page  116 (A). 

Make six sets of cards to form  
the sentences in the main activity, 
with one word on each card.

Letters and sounds

Pair task

Give each pair of pupils a pack  
of alphabet letters. 

Ask them: ‘How many cvcc words 
can you make in 5 minutes?’

Ask pupils to help you to write the 
word ‘round’.

Ask them to help you write three 
more ‘ou’ words.

Ask one pupil to read a word from 
the flash cards and their partner  
to write it in their exercise books.

Repeat, with the pupils  
changing roles. 

Ask pupils to write a sentence for 
one of their words.

ou15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Teach the pupils the poem  
 ‘A brother’ from Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page 38. 

Say it together and ask  
the pupils to help you  
make up actions to show  
the meaning of the words.

Group task

Give each group a set  
of cards and ask them  
to rearrange the cards  
to make one of the  
following sentences:

 ‘I will travel to Port-Harcourt.’

 ‘I will go to school in  
Port-Harcourt.’

 ‘I will travel in a mini-bus.’

 ‘I won’t travel fast.’

 ‘I won’t be angry.’

Change the sentences 
around the groups until  
every group has had a turn 
at each sentence.

Whole class teaching

At the end of the activity  
ask each group to read out 
one sentence to the rest  
of the class.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

25 
minutes

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3
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Week  
 12 
Market
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‘ee’
weep 
sweep 
deep 
sleep 
sheep 
seen 
green 
seed  
feel

‘ie’
chief  
thief  
belief  
shield  
field

goods 
mud  
sheds  
stalls  
materials  
selling  
measure 
kilograms 
cloth 
ground 
does 
does not

Words/phrasesLetters/sounds

During the lesson, walk 
round the classroom  
and ask questions to  
see if the pupils clearly 
understand what you 
have taught them. If not,  
help them to understand  
by explaining the idea 
to them again, or asking 
other pupils to help them. 
You may need to use 
some different examples 
of the idea.

Assessment
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Week  12 
Market 
Day  1

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

The new market Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read words containing the  
letters ‘ee’. 

Read a simple story.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 68.

Have ready the ‘ou’ flash cards  
from last week.

Write the ‘ee’ words on the 
chalkboard.

ee15 
minutes

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Quickly show the class the ‘ou’ flash 
cards and ask pupils to read them.

Write ‘ee’ on the chalkboard.

Ask if anyone can say the sound 
these letters make. Remind  
them that these two letters make  
the sound ‘ee’, as in feet.

Ask them to practise saying the 
sound to a partner.

Ask them to sound out and read the 
words on the chalkboard with you, 
eg: ‘w-ee-p = weep’.

Choose pupils to do actions to show 
the meaning of the words.

Tell them to write any three ‘ee’ 
words in their exercise books and 
draw pictures to match.

Ask pupils to read their words to  
a partner.
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Group task

Ask the pupils to look at the 
picture in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 68.

Ask each group to talk 
together to answer the 
question: ‘What can you see 
happening in the picture?’

Ask one person from each 
group to say a sentence 
about the picture and 
write their answers on the 
chalkboard.

Read the story in Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page 68.

Remind them that they  
have read this story  
before and ask what they 
can remember about it.

Pair task

Ask the pupils to share  
their experiences of  
markets they have visited  
(in their local language).

Tell the pupils to ask each 
other questions in English 
about their experiences  
of markets.

Ask them to read the story  
in Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 68.

Ask the pupils to write down, 
then tell you, any words  
they found difficult to read  
or did not understand.

Write these words on the 
chalkboard and explain  
their meaning.

Say the words once and  
ask the pupils to repeat them 
after you. 

Ask the pupils to read the 
story again.

While they are doing this  
go round the class, listening 
to and helping them.

Ask them to discuss the 
story with each other  
and write down something 
they know about it.

Introduction Main activity

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Plenary

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

Ask a few pairs to tell  
you what they know about 
the story.

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3
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Week  12 
Market 
Day 2

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Mrs Ibeneme’s 
visit to Abuja 
market

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read and show the meaning  
of words containing ‘ee’.

Write words in simple sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the ‘ee’ words on the 
chalkboard.

Prepare flash cards of words 
containing the letter blend ‘ee’. 

Read the story ‘Mrs Ibeneme’s  
visit to Abuja market’.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Stand the pupils in a circle.

Put the flash cards face down in  
the middle of the circle.

Ask a pupil to choose a card and 
read it, but not tell anyone the word.

Ask them to make up a silent action 
to explain the word. 

Ask the rest of the class to guess  
the word.

Repeat for each word.

Tell them to choose an ‘ee’ word  
and write it in a sentence.

Choose two pupils to read their 
sentence to the class.

ee15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story they heard 
yesterday. 

Read the story  
 ‘Mrs Ibeneme’s visit to  
Abuja market’.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story. 

Individual task

Ask pupils to draw, then 
make a list of, all the things 
they can buy at a market

Tell them to show each  
other their pictures and read 
the list.

Ask them to say a sentence 
using one of the words.

Introduction Main activity

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

Play the game ‘I went to  
the market’.

Stand the pupils in a circle 
and ask them, in turn, to 
finish the sentence ‘I went to 
the market and I bought a    ’

The first person should  
think of something beginning 
with the letter ‘a’, the  
second person the letter  
 ‘b’, the third person the  
letter ‘c’ and so on around 
the circle. Encourage the 
pupils to make it as much 
fun as possible by thinking  
of unusual nouns.

Plenary

10 
minutes

Story Game
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Week  12 
Market 
Day 3

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

The new market Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read and spell words containing ‘ie’.

Use ‘do’ in questions and answers.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the ‘ie’ words on the 
chalkboard.

Draw pictures to explain the 
meaning of the words.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 68.

Have ready six sets of flash cards 
to make the questions in the main 
activity, with one word on each card.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Read the words on the chalkboard.

Ask if anyone can say the sound  
that the letters ‘ie’ make.

Say the sound ‘ie’ as in ‘thief’ with 
the pupils.

Ask what other letters make the 
same sound (‘ee’).

Sound out and read the words with 
the pupils, eg: ‘ch-ie-f’.

Choose pupils to point to a picture.

Ask the other pupils to say the word 
that matches the picture.

Tell the pupils to write the words  
in their exercise books, thinking 
about how to spell them.

ie15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Play the game ‘I went to  
the market’.

Tell the pupils you are going 
to teach them how to use  
the words ‘do’ and ‘does’  
in simple sentences. 

Tell them that ‘do’ is  
used with the words you,  
I and they, eg: 

Do they  like apples?  
Yes they do  like apples.

Do you  like apples?  
Yes I do  like apples.

Group task

Give each group a set of 
cards and ask them to 
rearrange the cards to make 
the following questions:

 ‘Do you go to the market?’

 ‘Do they go to the market?’

 ‘Do they buy carrots at  
the market?’

 ‘Do you buy oranges at  
the market?’

 ‘Do you like football?’

 ‘Do they like playing?’

Tell the groups to ask 
each other and answer the 
question they have made.

Change the sentences 
around the groups until every 
group has had a turn at each 
sentence.

Pair task

Ask the pupils to look  
at Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 69,  
questions i — vi at the  
top of the page.

Ask them to write the 
answers in their exercise 
books in full senetences.

Whole class teaching

Ask some pupils from 
each group to read out the 
sentences they have written.

Ask the rest of the class to 
check their own work while 
they listen.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Macmillan New 
Primary English 3

Game
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Week  12 
Market 
Day 4

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

She does! Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read and spell words containing ‘ie’.

Use ‘do’ and ‘does’ in questions  
and answers.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Prepare a set of ‘ie’ flash cards.

Write the following sentences  
on the chalkboard: 
 ‘Does he walk to school?’ 
 ‘Does he run to school?’ 
 ‘Does she eat rice?’ 
 ‘Does your mother go to the market?’ 
 ‘Does your father go to the market?’ 
 ‘Does your friend eat fruit?’ 
 ‘Does your teacher like biscuits?’

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write ‘ie’ on the chalkboard.

Ask pupils to say the sound.

Stand the pupils in a circle.

Put the flash cards face down in  
the middle of the circle.

Ask a pupil to come out and  
choose a card and read it, but not 
tell anyone the word written on it.

Ask the pupil to make up a silent 
action to demonstrate the word. 

Ask the rest of the class to guess  
the word.

Continue until all the words have 
been guessed.

Choose some pupils to write some 
of the words on the chalkboard.

15 
minutes ie
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Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils they are still 
learning how to use the 
words ‘do’ and ‘does’ in 
sentences.

Ask the pupils to tell you 
what they learned yesterday 
about the word ‘do’. 

Remind them that ‘do’  
is often used with I, you  
and they.

Ask them to ask each other 
questions using ‘do’.

Introduction Main activity

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Plenary

10 
minutes

Pair task

Tell each pair to ask  
each other and answer  
the questions you have  
written on the chalkboard. 

Ask them to work  
together to write the 
questions and answers  
in their exercise books. 

Ask them to write one 
question and answer  
of their own starting with  
the word ‘does’.

Whole class teaching

Ask each pair to read  
out the question they wrote 
by themselves.

Ask the rest of the class  
to answer it.

Ask the pairs to say if  
the answer to their question 
is correct.

Tell them that ‘does’ is  
used with he, she, it and 
your, eg:

Does she  go to the market? 
She does  go to the market.

Does he  like apples?  
He does  like apples.

Does it  rain in the market?  
It does  rain in the market.

Does your  sister go to  
the market? 
She does  go to the market.
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Week  12 
Market 
Day 5

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Market stories Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell words containing ‘ie’ and ‘ee’.

Write simple accounts of events in 
the market.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write four ‘ee’ words and four ‘ie’ 
words on the chalkboard.

ie ee15 
minutes

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write ‘ie’ and ‘ee’ on the chalkboard.

Ask the pupils what sound these 
letters make.

Read the words on the chalkboard 
with the pupils.

Ask them to suggest sentences for 
some of the words.

In pairs, tell the pupils to choose  
a word from the chalkboard  
and write it in a sentence in their 
exercise books.

Tell them to swap books and read 
their sentences to each other.

Choose some sentences that they 
have written.

Write them on the chalkboard and 
ask the class to read them.
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Whole class teaching

Teach the pupils the rhyme  
 ‘Five little monkeys swinging 
in the tree’.

Say it together and ask the 
pupils to help you make up 
actions to show the meaning 
of the words.

Ask the pupils: ‘Can  
anyone tell us a good story 
about a time they went to  
the market?’

Group task

Ask the pupils to write three 
sentences in their exercise 
books that tell a simple story 
about events in a market, 
using the three starter 
phrases below.

These sentences tell the 
beginning, middle and the 
end of the story: 

1 I went 

2 I bought 

3 I travelled home

Whole class teaching

Ask each group to read out 
their story to the whole class.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Rhyme
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Week  
 13 
Journeys
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‘ea’
head  
bread 
read  
spread  
wealth 
instead

flown  
women 
arrival 
large  
sold 
travel  
aeroplane  
chartered 
travellers 
beaches 
buses 
will 
won’t

Words/phrasesLetters/sounds

During the lesson, walk 
round the classroom  
and ask questions to  
see if the pupils clearly 
understand what you 
have taught them. If not,  
help them to understand  
by explaining the idea 
to them again, or asking 
other pupils to help them. 
You may need to use 
some different examples 
of the idea.

Assessment
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Week  13 
Journeys 
Day  1

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Arrival from Libya Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Say the sound that ‘ea’ makes  
in a word.

Listen to a simple account of  
a journey from a newspaper.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Have ready the ‘ie’ word cards  
from last week.

Write the ‘ea’ words on the 
chalkboard.

If possible bring in a newspaper.

Read the newspaper story ‘Arrival 
from Libya’.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Flash the ‘ie’ word cards and ask  
the pupils to read them.

Point to the ‘ea’ words.

Ask the class if they notice any 
patterns in the letters. 

Choose some pupils to underline  
the pattern.

Tell the pupils ‘ea’ makes the sound  
 ‘ea’ as in head.

Split the words into sounds, eg:  
 ‘h-ea-d has three sounds’.

Ask the pupils to split the other 
words into sounds with you and add 
up the sounds.

ie ee15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the class if they  
know what can be found  
in a newspaper.

Show them the newspaper 
you brought in and ask 
them what they can see, eg: 
photographs, different sizes 
of writing, stories, etc.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils if they can 
remember any stories about 
journeys they have read  
or heard.

Tell them you are going  
to read them a story from  
a newspaper.

Read the story ‘Arrival  
from Libya’ adapted from  
the Nigerian Tribune.

Explain that it is telling  
the readers about an event 
that happened.

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story: 

 ‘How many Nigerians were 
sent away from Libya?’

 ‘How did they travel back  
to Nigeria?’

 ‘Where did the plane land?’

 ‘Why did they sell their 
goods?’

Pair task

Ask the pupils to talk about 
the story with their partner.

Tell them to divide a page  
of their exercise books into 
two sections.

Ask them to draw and then 
write two things they learned 
about the people in the story.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to retell the 
story to each other.

Ask pupils to find out how 
their families hear news 
about Nigeria and the rest  
of the world and be ready  
to tell you tomorrow. 

10 
minutes

25 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

10 
minutes
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Week  13 
Journeys 
Day 2

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

 

Lesson  
title

Arrival from Libya Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read words that contain ‘ea’.

Ask and answer questions about  
a story.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Make ‘ea’ word flash cards. 

Write a list of ‘ea’ words on the 
chalkboard.

Read the story ‘Arrival from Libya’. 

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write ‘ea’ on the chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to form a circle.

Place flash cards containing ‘ea’ 
words face down in the middle of the 
circle and ask one pupil to take one. 

Ask them to do an action which 
demonstrates the word.

Ask the other pupils to guess  
the word.

Choose a different pupil to pick  
a card and do an action. 

Continue until all the words have 
been demonstrated.

Replace the cards in the middle  
of the circle and ask different pupils 
to pick a card.

Ask them to look at the card and  
tell everyone the first letter.

Ask the other pupils to guess  
the word.

ea15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils if any of  
them know how their families  
hear news about Nigeria  
and the world.

Ask them to tell you and 
you write their ideas on the 
chalkboard.

Explain that people hear 
news in lots of different ways 
and that newspapers are 
just one way in which many 
people like to do this. 

Explain that reporters are 
people who collect stories 
from all over the country and 
the world.

Talk the class through all  
the ideas you have written 
on the chalkboard.

Read the story ‘Arrival from 
Libya’ to the class again.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils if anyone  
can retell the story.

Whole class teaching

Ask each group to choose 
two pupils to come and say 
their questions and answers 
in front of the whole class. 

Tell the pupils to try and 
listen to or watch the  
news or ask their families if 
they know any news stories  
about Nigeria.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Group task

Ask half of each group to 
pretend they are the people 
arriving from Libya. 

Ask the other half of each 
group to pretend they are 
reporters for a newspaper.

Ask the ‘reporters’ to  
think of three questions  
they would like to ask, eg:

 ‘Why did you sell your 
goods?’ 

Tell the ‘people arriving from 
Libya’ to think up an answer 
to each question.

Story
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Week  13 
Journeys 
Day 3

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Iddo Motor Park Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read and spell the words  
containing ‘ea’. 

Use ‘will’ and ‘won’t’ in simple 
sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Make a set of ‘ea’ word flash cards 
for each group.

Draw the letter grid opposite on the 
chalkboard, large enough for the 
pupils to see.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20 and make  
sure you can easily read the story.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write ‘ea’ on the chalkboard.

Write the words ‘read’, ‘head’ and  
 ‘bread’ next to the letter grid.

Ask the pupils to find the hidden 
words in the letter grid.

Give each group a set of flash cards 
and ask them to make a sentence  
for each word.

Choose one pupil from each group 
to say one sentence and you write  
it on the chalkboard.

ea15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to tell you  
any interesting news stories 
they heard last night.

Read the story in Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page 20 – ‘Iddo Motor Park’. 

Quickly ask the pupils the 
questions about the story 
from Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils if they  
can remember when we  
use ‘will’ and ‘won’t’. 

If they can’t, remind them 
that ‘will’ often goes with yes 
and ‘won’t’ goes with no.

Individual task

Ask the pupils to make  
up sentences about  
the passage in Macmillan  
New Primary English 3,  
page 20 using the words  
 ‘will’ and ‘won’t’, eg:  
 ‘Musa will go to the  
market every Saturday’.

Whole class teaching

Ask some pupils to read  
out their sentences to the 
rest of the class.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  13 
Journeys 
Day 4

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson 
title

Iddo Motor Park Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell and use words with ‘ea’  
in simple sentences.

Use ‘When will?’, ‘Who will?’  
and ‘Where will?’ to ask and  
answer questions. 

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the following on the 
chalkboard: ‘h             ’, ‘br         d’,  
 ‘l         d’, ‘r         d’, ‘inst             ’.

Prepare a set of cards for each 
group with the following questions:  
 ‘Where will Musa go?’  
 ‘Who will he meet there?’  
 ‘When will he go to Iddo Motor Park?’  
 ‘Where will the drivers sit?’  
 ‘Who will sell food?’

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to form a big circle.

Play ‘Follow the leader’.

Tell the class to stand in a circle.

Choose one pupil to stand in the 
middle of the circle and do an action.

The other pupils should copy  
the action.

The pupil in the middle should 
change the action frequently.

The person in the middle should  
say an ‘ea’ word and the other  
pupils should say and sound out  
the word, eg: ‘b-r-ea-d’.

Ask the pupils to copy the  
words from the chalkboard into  
their exercise books and fill in  
the missing letters.

Ask some pupils to read their  
words to the rest of the class.

ea15 
minutes

Game
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Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils that today  
they are going to learn  
about using ‘When?’,  
 ‘Who?’ and ‘Where?’ to  
ask simple questions.

Explain that these are all 
question words. 

When  is used to ask 
questions about time ,  
eg: When will school start?

Who  is used to ask 
questions about people ,  
eg: Who will be the teacher 
in Primary 2?

Where  is used to ask 
questions about places ,  
eg: Where will you go  
to find the head teacher?

Whole class teaching

Read the story in  
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20. 

Stand the pupils in a circle 
and put the question cards  
in the middle of the circle. 

Ask the first pupil to come 
out, take a question card and 
read it. 

Ask a pupil in the circle to  
try and answer it. 

Encourage them to use  
a full sentence, eg:  
 ‘Musa will go to Iddo  
Motor Park’.

Repeat until you have 
practised each question 
twice with different pupils.

Whole class teaching

Say the rhyme ‘Five little 
monkeys swinging in  
the tree’ together and do  
the actions.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Rhyme

Group task

Ask each group to read  
the story in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 20, 
with each pupil reading  
a sentence in turn. 

Give out the question  
cards to each group and  
ask them to ask each other 
and answer the question  
on the card.

When they have answered 
it, tell them to swap their 
question with another group.

Ask them each to choose 
one of the questions, copy  
it into their exercise books 
and answer it. 

While they are doing this, go 
round each group and listen 
to them reading the story.

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  13 
Journeys 
Day 5

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

I will go on  
a journey

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read sentences containing  
 ‘ea’ words.

Write a simple account of going  
on a journey using ‘will’.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Prepare flash cards with words 
containing the sound ‘ea’ (enough  
for each group) and place them 
around the classroom.

Write: ‘I spread my bread’, ‘I bang 
my head’ and ‘I read my book’ on 
the chalkboard.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 42.

Letters and sounds

Group task

Ask the pupils to read the  
 ‘ea’ sentences and do an action  
to match.

Tell them to stand up in their groups.

Shout out a word.

Ask the groups to look around the 
room and find it. 

Ask someone in the group to hold 
the card up.

Continue until all the words  
are found.

Ask the pupils to make up their  
own sentences using the words.

Ask the pupils to write the  
sentences in their exercise books, 
thinking of how to spell the words. 

ea15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to stand in a 
big circle and play the game,  
 ‘I will go on a journey and  
I will travel by    ’. 

Each person round the 
circle takes turns to finish 
the sentence, thinking of 
different and unusual ways 
of travelling (encourage the 
pupils to have fun thinking of 
different types of travel), eg:

 ‘I will go on a journey and  
I will travel by boat.’

 ‘I will go on a journey  
and I will travel by boat  
and horse.’

 ‘I will go on a journey and  
I will travel by boat and horse 
and elephant.’

Continue round the circle 
until every pupil has had  
a turn. Remind the pupils 
that they have to listen 
carefully, so they can 
remember all the different 
ways people will travel.

Individual task

Tell pupils to finish the 
following sentence in three 
different ways, writing it  
in their exercise books: ‘I will  
go on a journey and I will    ’. 

While they are doing this, 
move around the class and 
read the poem with them.

Pair task

Ask each pupil to read out 
the sentences they have 
written to a partner. 

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

Game10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

Sit the class in a u-shape 
and teach them the 
poem ‘Jack and Jill’ from 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 42,  
number 3.

Write ‘pail’, ‘crown’ and  
 ‘tumbling’ on the chalkboard 
and explain their meaning  
to the pupils.

Ask the pupils to follow the 
poem while you read it.

Demonstrate actions to 
illustrate the poem, asking 
them to join in with you.

Ask the pupils to read the 
poem in pairs.

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  
 14 
 Journeys
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boy 
toy 
joy  
annoy 
enjoy

motor 
food 
talk 
laugh 
travelling 
watching 
quietly 
quickly 
slowly 
gently 
loudly 
fast 
bravely 
happily 
sadly 
noisily 
silently 
softly

Words/phrasesLetters/sounds

During the lesson, walk 
round the classroom  
and ask questions to  
see if the pupils clearly 
understand what you 
have taught them. If not,  
help them to understand  
by explaining the idea 
to them again, or asking 
other pupils to help them. 
You may need to use 
some different examples 
of the idea.

Assessment
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Week  14 
Journeys 
Day  1

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Iddo Motor Park Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Say and read the letter blend ‘oy’.

Read a story.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20.

Write the list of words containing the 
letter blend ‘oy’ on the chalkboard.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write the letter blend ‘oy’ on the 
chalkboard. 

Ask pupils to come and underline  
the letters in each word.

Tell the pupils that the letters ‘oy’ 
make the sound ‘oy’ as in boy.

Practise the sound with the pupils.

Ask the pupils to help you read the 
words on the chalkboard. 

Ask if they can use any of the  
words in simple sentences to show 
their meaning.

oy15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils that you are 
going to read them the 
story ‘Iddo Motor Park’ in 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20. 

Ask if anyone can remember 
what the story is about. 
Write their ideas on the 
chalkboard.

Group task

Read the story while the 
pupils listen.

Ask them if anything 
you have written on the 
chalkboard is in the story.

Group task 

Ask the pupils to read the 
story on their own, while you 
go round and help groups  
to read it. 

Ask them to discuss the 
story with each other and 
draw a picture about it.

Ask the pupils to talk  
about a time when they  
have been to a motor  
park or an ocada stand. 

Tell them to write a  
sentence about it in their 
exercise books.

Whole class teaching

Choose a pupil from  
each group to read out  
their answers. 

Ask the other pupils to listen 
carefully to see if they have 
the right answer.

If they are not correct, ask 
them if anyone else can tell 
them the answer.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  14 
Journeys 
Day 2

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

The foolish man Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell words containing the letter 
blend ‘oy’. 

Sequence a story in order of events.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write words containing the letters  
 ‘oy’ on the chalkboard.

Practise reading the story ‘The 
foolish man’, making sure you can 
read it easily.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write the letters ‘oy’ on the 
chalkboard.

Ask the pupils if any of them can 
read the words you have written. 

Talk to the pupils about the words  
to help them learn to spell them.  
Ask them:

 ‘Where are the letters oy in  
each word?’

 ‘What letter does each word  
start with?’

 ‘How many letters are in  
each word?’

Rub the words off the chalkboard.

Tell the pupils to write the words in 
their exercise books, thinking about 
how to spell them.

When the pupils have finished, write 
the words on the chalkboard again 
and ask them to check their spelling.

oy15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Read the class the story  
 ‘The foolish man’.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story.

Pair task 

Tell the pupils to divide the 
page of one of their exercise 
books into four sections.

Ask them to number each 
section  1, 2, 3 or 4.

Write the following sentences 
on the chalkboard and ask 
pairs to use these sentences 
to help them write the  
story in the correct order, 
one sentence in each box:

 ‘He thought he was rich.’

 ‘The foolish man had  
a dream.’

 ‘His friends told him he was 
not rich.’

 ‘He invited all his friends to  
a party.’

Ask them to draw a picture 
to go with each sentence.

Whole class teaching

Ask two or three pairs to 
show their pictures and talk 
about them.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Story
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Week  14 
Journeys 
Day 3

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

The foolish man Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Read words containing the letter 
blend ‘oy’. 

Use some adverbs in sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the following sentences  
on the chalkboard (the adverbs are 
highlighted for your information): 
 ‘The girl is jumping happily .’ 
 ‘The boy is shouting loudly .’ 
 ‘The boat is floating slowly .’ 
 ‘The river is flowing gently .’ 
 ‘He is running quickly .’

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write the letter blend ‘oy’ on the 
chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to copy the letter 
square below into their books and 
find the words containing ‘oy’: 
enjoy 
joy 
boy 
toy

oy15 
minutes

lniee

yokty

mbhnr

ymylo

jzjpt

futbb

t

z

o

o

y

t
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils questions 
about the ‘The foolish man’.

Ask pupils to help you retell  
 ‘The foolish man’ by asking 
them questions, eg:

 ‘What happened at the start 
of the story?’

 ‘What did the man think when 
he woke up?’

 ‘What did he do?’

 ‘What did his friends think?’

Whole class teaching

Explain that you are  
going to teach the pupils 
about adverbs.

Ask them: ‘What is a verb?’ 
(an action word)

Tell them to look at the 
sentences on the chalkboard 
and say which word in  
each sentence is a verb. 

Underline the verbs.

Tell them that adverbs 
describe a verb so we know 
more about it, eg:  
 ‘The girl is jumping happily .’

Group task

Give each group one  
of the sentences written on 
the chalkboard containing  
an adverb.

Ask them to read the 
sentence and underline  
the adverb.

Ask the pupils in each group 
to tell the rest of the class 
the word they picked.

Ask the other pupils if  
they are correct. If not, ask  
if they can suggest which 
word might be the adverb. 

Tell the pupils to take an 
adverb of their choice and 
say a new sentence with  
that word in it.

Ask them to write  
the sentence in their  
exercise books.

Whole class teaching

Ask some pupils to read  
out the sentences they  
have written.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes
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Week  14 
Journeys 
Day 4

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Quickly and quietly Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Write sentences using words that 
contain the letter blend ‘oy’.

Use adverbs in sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Make adverb flash cards on large 
pieces of paper: ‘quietly’, ‘quickly’,  
 ‘slowly’, ‘gently’, ‘loudly’, ‘fast’,  
 ‘bravely’, ‘happily’, ‘sadly’, ‘noisily’,  
 ‘silently’, ‘softly’.

Letters and sounds

Individual task

Ask the pupils to finish these three 
sentences, writing them in their 
exercise books: 
I enjoy     
The boy     
This toy    

Ask one or two pupils to read out 
their sentences.

oy15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils what  
they learned yesterday  
about adverbs. 

Ask them to tell you  
any adverbs they remember 
and write them on the 
chalkboard.

Read the adverbs through 
and check that pupils 
understand the meaning of 
each one, can explain them 
and put them into sentences.

Ask a pupil to choose an 
adverb and mime it for the 
rest of the class.

Ask the rest of the class  
to guess which adverb they 
have chosen.

Repeat with three  
different pupils.

Group task

Give out an adverb flash 
card to each group.

Ask them to read the word, 
using their knowledge  
of sounds to help them.

Tell them to discuss its 
meaning and to ask you  
if they don’t know it.

Ask them to make  
a sentence using the  
adverb, and ask one person 
from each group to write  
it down on the flash card.

Pass the flash cards on  
to the next group. Ask them 
to read the sentence, think  
of a different sentence  
using the adverb and write  
it down underneath.

Repeat until each group  
has written a simple 
sentence for each adverb.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

Ask each group to read  
out the sentences for  
their adverb.

Display the cards on  
a washing line. 

Sing the song, ‘Who stole  
the meat from the soup pot?’

Song
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Week  14 
Journeys 
Day 5

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Iddo Motor Park Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell words containing the letter 
blend ‘oy’.

Read and sequence a story. 

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read the story in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 20. 

Letters and sounds

Individual task

Write the letter blend ‘oy’ on the 
chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to write as many 
words as they can remember which 
have the letter blend ‘oy’ in them.

Tell them you will give them one 
point for each word they remember 
and one point for spelling it correctly.

Give them 5 minutes and then  
see who has managed to write the 
most words.

Write the correct spellings on the 
chalkboard and then ask each pupil 
to add up their points.

Find out how many points everyone 
got and give them all a clap.

oy15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Read ‘Iddo Motor Park’  
in Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20 to  
the pupils.

Ask them the following 
questions:

 ‘What happened at the start 
of the story?’

 ‘What happened in the 
middle of the story?’

 ‘What happened at the end 
of the story?’

Pair task

Ask each pair to read the 
story in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 20, 
reading a sentence each. 

Ask them to draw three  
large boxes in their exercise 
books and label them  
1, 2 and 3. 

Tell them to choose three 
things that happened in the 
story and draw them in the 
correct order in the boxes.

Ask them to write a sentence 
about their story, trying  
to use an adverb in one  
of the sentences. 

While they are doing this, 
move around each pair  
and listen to them reading 
the story.

Introduction

10 
minutes

Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Whole class teaching

At the end of the activity,  
ask a few pairs to tell  
their story.

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Lagos-lit-3-weeks-11-15-closeout.indd   58 11/11/16   11:13 AM



Week  
 15 
I can do anything

Lagos-lit-3-weeks-11-15-closeout.indd   59 11/11/16   11:13 AM



‘ir’
bird 
dirty 
first 
stir 
circle 
thirteen 
thirsty 
thirty

Letters/sounds

During the lesson, walk 
round the classroom  
and ask questions to  
see if the pupils clearly 
understand what you 
have taught them. If not,  
help them to understand  
by explaining the idea 
to them again, or asking 
other pupils to help them. 
You may need to use 
some different examples 
of the idea.

Assessment

travellers 
people 
drivers 
young drivers 
climb 
can 
can’t 

Words/phrases
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Week  15 
I can do anything 
Day  1

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Iddo Motor Park Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Say the sound that ‘ir’ makes.

Retell a story.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Have ready the ‘oy’ word flash  
cards from last week.

Write the list of words containing  
 ‘ir’ on the chalkboard.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Flash the ‘oy’ cards and choose 
pupils to read them.

Write ‘ir’ on the chalkboard.

Tell them that ‘ir’ makes the sound  
 ‘ir’ as in bird.

Ask pupils to come and underline  
the sound in the words.

Say the words and ask if they can 
explain the meanings.

Ask them to write three words  
in their exercise books and draw 
pictures to show the meaning.

ir15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to look at the 
picture in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 20. 

Ask them to discuss what 
they can remember about 
the story and say one 
sentence about something 
that happened.

Read the story while the 
pupils listen for the ideas 
they presented to the class.

Group task

Ask the pupils to read  
the story in Macmillan  
New Primary English 3,  
page 20 together, each  
pupil in the group reading  
a different sentence.

Ask them to help each other 
when they get stuck.

Tell them to discuss the  
story with each other. 

Ask them to each take  
a character in the story  
and practise a short  
role play which tells the 
story, trying to make it 
as much fun as possible 
(characters include:  
Musa, Musa’s mother,  
the bus drivers, travellers).

Ask each group to show their 
play to the rest of the class.

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to talk to 
one another in their local 
language about what  
they think it would be  
like travelling on a bus.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  15 
I can do anything 
Day 2

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

A trip to Abuja Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell and say words containing ‘ir’.

Listen to simple stories in English.

Say and write simple sentences  
in English.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read the story ‘A trip to Abuja’. 

Write the ‘ir’ words on the 
chalkboard.

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Write ‘ir’ on the chalkboard.

Ask the pupils to say the sound.

Read the words on the chalkboard 
with them.

Rub the words on the chalkboard 
out, say each word in turn, and  
give groups a minute to discuss  
how to spell it.

Ask one pupil in the first group  
to write the word on the chalkboard.

If they spell it correctly give them  
a point. If not, ask another person 
from that group to have a turn.  
If it is correct, give them half a point. 
If it is still incorrect, ask another 
group to have a turn.

Repeat for all the words.

Count which group has the most 
points and give them a clap.

ir15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils the story  
 ‘A trip to Abuja’.

Ask the pupils questions 
about the story.

Pair task

Ask the pupils to draw  
a picture of Mrs Ibeneme 
and write everything that 
they know about her.

While they are doing this, 
move around the class 
and listen to pairs of 
pupils reading the story in 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 20.

Whole class teaching

Ask some pupils to read 
what they have written about 
Mrs Ibeneme.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Story Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  15 
I can do anything 
Day 3

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

I can Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to: 

Use words containing ‘ir’ to make 
sentences.

Use the words ‘can’ and ‘can’t’  
in simple sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Write the words containing ‘ir’ on  
the chalkboard.

Read Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27, making sure  
that you understand the dialogue 
and can do the exercises.

Letters and sounds

Group task

Read the ‘ir’ words.

Choose pupils to read some  
of the words.

Use one of the words in a sentence 
as an example to the pupils.

Give each group the set of flash 
cards with ‘ir’ words. 

Ask them to use the cards to make  
a simple sentence.

Ask them to read their sentence  
out to the rest of the group.

If there is time, change the 
sentences around the groups  
so that each group makes  
a different sentence.

ir15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Read the dialogue in 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27.

Tell the class that you are 
going to teach them how to 
use the words ‘can’ and  
 ‘can’t’ in simple sentences.

Tell them that ‘can’ often 
goes with yes and ‘can’t’ 
with no.

Pair task

Ask each pair to read  
the dialogue in Macmillan 
New Primary English 3,  
page 27 together.

Ask them to dramatise  
the dialogue.

Tell one pupil in each pair  
to be Ngozi and the other to 
be Audu.

Ask the pupils to look at 
the table in Macmillan New 
Primary English 3, page 27 
under Exercise 2.

Whole class teaching

Ask several pairs to stand  
up and read their work, one 
of them reading the question 
and the other reading  
the answer.

Introduction Main activity Plenary

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Ask them to write five ‘can’ 
and ‘cannot/can’t’ sentences 
from the table in their 
exercise books.

While they are doing this, 
walk around the classroom 
and read the dialogue  
in Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27 with pairs 
of pupils.

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  15 
I can do anything 
Day 4

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

Can Audu climb  
a tall tree?

Letters and sounds

Whole class teaching

Ask the pupils to form a big circle.

Say the rhyme ‘Clap your hands’ 
with the pupils and do the actions.

Show them the flash cards 
containing the ‘ir’ words and ask 
them to take note of the spellings.

Turn the cards face down and call 
out the words one by one while 
you ask pupils to spell them in their 
exercise books.

Ask pairs of pupils to use one of  
the ‘ir’ words in a simple sentence 
and write it in their exercise books.

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Use ‘ir’ words in simple sentences.

Write the words ‘can’ and ‘can’t’  
in simple sentences.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Have ready the ‘ir’ word flash cards.

Read the dialogue in Macmillan  
New Primary English 3, page 27.

ir15 
minutes

Rhyme
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Whole class teaching

Read the dialogue in 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27.

Whole class teaching

Tell the pupils to open 
Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27 and  
fill in the gaps in activity 3.

Pair task

Ask pupils to take turns  
to ask a question about their 
partner, eg: 
 ‘Can Audu climb a tall tree?’ 

Ask the friend whose name 
was called to respond using,  
 ‘Yes I can’, or ‘No I can’t’.

Ask them to write two 
questions in their partner’s 
book while the other member 
of the pair writes the answers 
underneath.

While they are doing this, 
walk around the classroom 
and read the dialogue  
in Macmillan New Primary 
English 3, page 27 with  
each pair.

Whole class teaching

Ask each pupil to read out 
one of the questions and 
answers that is written in 
their book.

10 
minutes

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3

Macmillan New  
Primary English 3
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Week  15 
I can do anything 
Day 5

Literacy 
lesson plans 
Primary 3

Term 2 
Involving pupils  
in their learning

Lesson  
title

I can climb the 
highest mountain 

Learning outcomes 

By the end of the lesson, most 
pupils will be able to:

Spell words containing ‘ir’.

Write simple sentences using ‘can’ 
and ‘can’t’.

Teaching aids

Before the lesson: 

Read the poem ‘I can climb the 
highest mountain’ and make sure 
you can understand the words  
and can say it easily.

Letters and sounds

Group task

Write ‘ir’ on the chalkboard.

Tell the class that since the 
beginning of the week they have 
been looking at some words  
that contain the sound ‘ir’.

Ask pupils to list as many of these 
words they can remember.

Call a pupil from each group to  
read the words they have written. 

Read this sentence to the pupils:  
 ‘The thirsty bird was first’.

Read it again slowly and tell pupils  
to write it in their exercise books.

ir15 
minutes
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Whole class teaching

Teach the pupils the poem 
 ‘I can climb the highest 
mountain’.

Ask them if they understand 
its meaning.

Explain that it is about 
somebody who feels they 
can do anything at all.

Ask the pupils to think of 
things that they can do and 
choose some of them to 
share their ideas with the 
rest of the class.

Group task

Ask the pupils to work 
together and finish the 
following sentences  
in as many different ways  
as they can:  
I can     
I can’t    

Call a pupil from each  
group to read their 
sentences aloud.

Ask the other pupils to  
listen for:

The group that made the 
most sentences.

The group that had the 
sentence that made the most 
people laugh.

The group that had the 
person who can do the most 
enjoyable thing.

The group that had the 
person who can do the most 
exciting thing.

Whole class teaching

Teach the pupils the poem  
 ‘I can climb the highest 
mountain’ and ask them  
to think of actions to match 
the words.

25 
minutes

10 
minutes

10 
minutes

Introduction Main activity Plenary

Poem Poem
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Credits 

In 2008, Kwara State carried  
out a Teachers’ Development  
Needs Assessment for all primary 
school teachers. This showed  
that most teachers in Kwara 
State did not have strong literacy 
and numeracy skills. The Kwara 
State Government responded by 
developing a strategy to support 
existing teachers and improve  
new teachers’ pre-service training. 

These literacy and numeracy lesson 
plans, developed by the Kwara  
State School Improvement Team, 
were part of that strategy. Two 
years after introducing these plans 
alongside the training and support 
programme, Kwara State began 
to see strong improvements in 
teachers’ teaching skills and pupils’ 
learning outcomes.

Special thanks go to: 

The Honourable Commissioner  
and staff of the Kwara State Ministry 
of Education and Human Capital 
Development, as well as the Kwara 
State Universal Basic Education 
Board for their support and valuable 
input and for agreeing to share  
these plans with other states.

The UK’s Department for 
International Development (DFID) 
and the DFID-funded ESSPIN 
programme for their input, focus, 
guidance and constructive criticism 
throughout the development  
of the plans.

Thanks also go to the teachers  
of Kwara State who have used  
these plans to bring about change  
in their classrooms.
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